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Wallace Hall Academy, Primary and ELC

“Together we grow, learn and achieve”

Acting Head Teachers John Blair

17" January 2019

Dear Parents/Carers
General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) — Additional information

I understand that many of you are a bit confused about the content of our previous letter and privacy
notice which we sent out on 9™ January and some of you are reluctant to sign it. I am therefore hoping
to put your minds at rest by explaining in more detail the way we share your child’s information.

The new GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) were brought into effect by the government
on 23 May 2018 and form part of the Data Protection Act 2018 which replaced the previous Data
Protection Act (1998). The new regulations do not change anything about the way we work as we
have always taken data protection very seriously. What it has made us do is to think even more
carefully about the type of information we are requested to share with other agencies/organisations.
We are not sharing information that we did not share prior to the new regulations being introduced.
All that has changed is that we require your signature to do so. Almost all of you will have received
similar information over the past few months asking for your permission to share your own data i.e.
from banks, insurance companies, credit card companies etc. In these types of correspondence
there would have been privacy notices explaining how they would share your information.

Each piece of information about your child which is given to a third party helps to identify them as
an individual, for example:

Forename only would not identify your child as an individual

e Forename and surname would maybe identify your child if they were in a small group (otherwise
there may be more than one child in a larger group with the same name)

e Forename, surname and date of birth would identify your child (and this would be required by
other organisations like activity centres for insurance purposes)

e Forename, surname, date of birth and address further identifies your child as an individual and
also as part of a family living at that address

And so it goes on. The more information we provide, the more it identifies them. However, when
outside agencies and organisations ask us for information about your child we now question the
need for the level of detail. If an activity centre asked for your child’s address we would ask them
why they need it. Unless they give a very strong case for it we would not agree to providing that
piece of information. However, sometimes we are asked to share a greater level of information with
NHS, the Police, Social Services which involves more detail. In these circumstances we would also
ensure that everything they ask us for is necessary for the purpose they are using it.
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We share information with SQA about your child over a secure server — this includes forename and
surname, known as name (if different from the forename and/or surname), date of birth, home
address, Scottish Candidate Number and all the subjects and levels your child is being presented
for. Without your permission we would be unable to enrol your child with SQA.

In short, we would be unable to carry out much of our work without your permission to share your
child’s data with the appropriate organisations. However, I guarantee that we would never share
your child’s information with individuals or any organisation that we didn't have to for operational
purposes. We therefore require your signature on the letter dated 9" January.

If you are still concerned about signing it, you are welcome to attend a drop-in session on Tuesday
22" January between 4-6 pm in the Academy’s Conference Room where myself and Mrs Diane
Jarvie, our School Support Manager will be happy to answer any of your questions.

Yours sincerely
Pk M

J Blair
Acting Head Teacher



