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Wallace Hall Update – 25.03.21 - COVID-19 (Coronavirus) 

Primary email address: gw08officewallacehal@ea.dumgal.sch.uk 

Academy email address: gw08officewallace@ea.dumgal.sch.uk 

Public Health Phone Number: 01387 272724 

NHS24 Phone Number: 111 

NHS Website: https://www.nhsinform.scot/ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Parent/Carer 

WHOLE SCHOOL 

This week marks the one year anniversary of the first national lockdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  What a 
year it has been and none of us anticipated that we would still be in lockdown after 12 months.  However, we are 
now looking towards a brighter future with so many adults having been or soon to be vaccinated.  The news is also 
positive regarding children being vaccinated from around August 2021. 
 
Some of the restrictions will start to be lifted from the end of this month and the Scottish Government’s route map 
out of the pandemic has now been shared with the public.  Life will gradually return to normal over the coming 
months, as long as the data continues to be positive. 
 
For us, it looks like we will all be able to return to school from Monday 12th April although we believe that final 
confirmation of this will be made by Scottish Government on 6th April.  There will have to be some changes to risk 
assessments to allow all secondary pupils to return to school, in the form of social distancing.  We imagine that all 
other mitigations will remain in place for some time.  Risk Assessments will be updated prior to the return on 12th 
April and will be put onto the school website. 
 
We won’t be sending out this usual weekly communication over the Easter holidays but will communicate with you 
if we have to prior to the return on 12th April. 
 
If your child tests positive for COVID-19 during the holidays, please let us know by emailing the school.  Our school 
office will not be manned every day during the break. 
 
We wish all pupils, families and staff a very happy and healthy spring break. 
 
Uniform – School Uniform must be worn by all children attending school from 22nd February, whether returning to 
class or to the Childcare Hub.  Please ensure that your child also has a warm jumper with them which they can wear 
in class.  We are required to have windows open for good ventilation.  A waterproof jacket is also recommended as 
pupils will be outside whenever possible. 
 
However, if pupils are timetabled for PE, they should come to school in their PE kit and will remain in that all day. 
 
Transport 
Transport will be provided as normal to all eligible pupils returning to school. Physical distancing is no longer 
required. Face coverings should be worn by all children and young people aged over 5, in line with the Government 
position on public transport. Car sharing with someone from another household continues to be strongly 
discouraged at this time. 
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PRIMARY AND ELC 
 
Thank you for all your support over the last term, especially in helping your child to learn remotely and for helping 
them return to school. For some of our Primary and ELC children, the P4-7 children in particular, it may feel like 
we’ve just got going again and the holidays have arrived a bit too quickly. We understand this, it’s fantastic being 
back! We hope you all enjoy the holidays and we look forward to welcoming all the children back fresh and rested 
in two weeks’ time, ready for a busy and productive summer term. 
 
Mitigations in place 

• Adults maintain 2 metre social distancing at all times from other adults within the school building. 
• Staff members wear face coverings when within 2m of a child or other adult and when moving around the 

building.  Staff members can choose to wear a face covering at any time. 
• Windows/doors are open to allow good ventilation. 
• Good hand hygiene takes place with frequent hand washing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 
• Children work within 'class bubbles' and do not mix with other bubbles.  This is maintained throughout the 

day, including during playtime and lunchtime. The ELC have two bubbles - the Sunshine room and the 
Rainbow room. 

• Careful timetabling in the Primary minimises the number of staff who work between different bubbles. 
• Enhanced cleaning. 
• An asymptomatic testing programme is made available to all staff.  Participation in the programme is 

encouraged but voluntary. 
 

A copy of the ELC and school risk assessments are updated regularly and are available here: 
 
https://645e8b6e-becd-4bbd-988d-
5cb7cd92fae4.filesusr.com/ugd/92da19_58b9f81d97c44dc895ff2b933854222b.pdf 
 
https://645e8b6e-becd-4bbd-988d-5cb7cd92fae4.filesusr.com/ugd/92da19_2e0fc4e1c15f42559206ece89eb3b859.pdf 

 
They will be updated prior to our return on 12th April. 
 
Provision of work for children who are self-isolating 
If your child has to self-isolate then work will be provided for them for the duration of their self-isolation 
period.  The work provided will not be in the same format as remote learning as the class teacher(s) now have a 
full-time class commitment and unfortunately don't have the capacity to do live meets or to provide feedback in the 
same way as during the school closures.  Instead, the work will be, in so far as is possible, a replication of what is 
taking place in the classroom.  An outline of the work for your child and any relevant supporting documents will be 
emailed to parents daily.   Your child is welcome to share their work with their class teacher when they return to 
school. 
 
Primary Sway 
The Primary Sway will be returning after Easter.  

 
Drop Off and Pick Up 
As before, schools may implement staggered start and finish times, to safely manage drop off and pick-up times. 
Given the ongoing stay at home message in place across Scotland, we would ask that, if possible, only one 
parent/carer comes to the school at drop off and pick-up times. In line with Government advice, we would ask you 
to maintain 2m physical distancing with other parents at the school gates. All schools will continue to restrict access 
to their grounds and/or buildings. As before, face coverings should continue to be worn by all adults (unless 
exempted) when they go to the school.  We would really appreciate it if all parents could ensure that they do not 
approach our staff at a distance of less than 2m. 
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ACADEMY 
 

Return to full-time in-school learning 

All pupils are expected to return to school full-time from Monday 12th April.  We will begin with a Week B timetable.  

Most arrangements will revert to what they were in December with the addition of all pupils and staff wearing face 

coverings in classes. 

 

Mitigations 

• All pupils and staff members must wear face coverings at all times in classes and around the building (people 
who are exempt for health reasons and for whom the school have written communication from a parent do not 
have to and also when people are actually eating or drinking they can remove their face coverings briefly). 

• In class pupils no longer have to maintain 2m social distancing from each other (from 12th April), although 
pupils should maintain 2m social distancing from staff members in class and at all times. 

• Pupils and staff should try to maintain 2 metre social distancing at all other times within the school building, in 
corridors and other communal areas. 

• Seating at break and lunchtime will be in bubbles of S1-S2, S3-S4, S5-S6 to minimise mixing, as will playground 
arrangements. 

• Be outdoors as much as possible - wear appropriate clothing for all weathers. 
• Keep windows/doors open to allow good ventilation - they should be open for at least 15 minutes before people 

come into class. 
• Maintain good hand hygiene by washing hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds and use hand 

sanitiser when soap and water isn't available. 
• Always wipe down your workstation before and after use, in every class, using the anti-bacterial sipes provided. 

A copy of the school risk assessment is updated regularly and is available here: 
 
https://645e8b6e-becd-4bbd-988d-

5cb7cd92fae4.filesusr.com/ugd/92da19_542178917fdb4d748c0ab640759650f5.pdf 

 
It will be updated prior to our return on 12th April. 
 
We advised you in December that all secondary pupils can now download the Protect Scotland App which 
helps Public Health to identify close contacts of anyone testing positive, who also has the App.  We see this as 
a positive move and one that will help to keep all of our pupils and staff members safe.  This is of course 
optional but we would encourage all secondary pupils to do this.  To find out more about the App please click 
on the following link: 
 
https://protect.scot/ 
 
Asymptomatic Home Testing for Staff and ALL SECONDARY Pupils  
As part of the range of COVID-19 risk reduction mitigations in schools, an asymptomatic testing programme is being 
made available to all staff and senior phase pupils. Participation in the programme will be encouraged but 
voluntary. Regular testing will help to identify asymptomatic individuals in school environments at the earliest 
possible opportunity and ask them and their close contacts to self-isolate, thus minimising the likelihood of them 
passing on the virus. This will really help towards Wallace Hall being a safer place to be for everyone. 
 
Following the Easter break self-testing kits will be available to S1-S3 pupils as well as staff and Senior Phase pupils.  
If you have not already signed up for the self-testing kits for your child(ren) you can do so by clicking on the link 
below to see a copy of the correspondence and then completing the Microsoft Form link within it: 
 
https://645e8b6e-becd-4bbd-988d-
5cb7cd92fae4.filesusr.com/ugd/92da19_b9086bcc88c34f64be9eb362a5c6a551.pdf 

https://645e8b6e-becd-4bbd-988d-5cb7cd92fae4.filesusr.com/ugd/92da19_542178917fdb4d748c0ab640759650f5.pdf
https://645e8b6e-becd-4bbd-988d-5cb7cd92fae4.filesusr.com/ugd/92da19_542178917fdb4d748c0ab640759650f5.pdf
https://protect.scot/
https://645e8b6e-becd-4bbd-988d-5cb7cd92fae4.filesusr.com/ugd/92da19_b9086bcc88c34f64be9eb362a5c6a551.pdf
https://645e8b6e-becd-4bbd-988d-5cb7cd92fae4.filesusr.com/ugd/92da19_b9086bcc88c34f64be9eb362a5c6a551.pdf
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We have had an excellent response from our pupils so far.  We would encourage you to complete the consent form 
and submit to the school so your child(ren) can help to protect themselves and all of our school community as well 
as their own families.  Self-testing kits will be provided to all pupils with completed consent forms during the day on 
Monday 12th April.  Additional kits will be issued to anyone who needs them each Monday thereafter. 
 
All staff members and Senior Phase pupils should ensure they have enough test kits to test themselves prior to our 
return to school.  Senior Phase pupils can continue to use the self-testing kits over the holidays, although are not 
obliged to do so.  However, they should do a test on the Saturday or Sunday before returning to school on 12th 
April. 
 
To allow for us to be prepared for distribution on Monday 12th, can you please submit your form by the end of 
the day on Friday 26th March. 
 
If you don’t have an Outlook account you can access the form via your child’s Glow account. 
 
If your child tests positive on their Lateral Flow Test and you register their result, they will be contacted by someone 
from NHS Test and Protect and invited to go for a PCR Test.  That will be at Mountainhall Treatment Centre in 
Dumfries (A&E entrance at the OLD hospital).  The PCR Test is more accurate and you will usually have a result 
within a few hours.  It is important that your child and all members of the household self-isolate until the PCR Test 
result is confirmed.  If it is positive you will again be contacted by someone from NHS Test and Protect who will 
advise you of your isolation dates and ask you for more information on close contacts. 
 
More information on the asymptomatic testing programme is available on the Support DG website: SupportDG - 
Dumfries and Galloway Council - Asymptomatic Testing in Scottish Primary, Secondary and Special Schools, and ELC 
Providers (dumgal.gov.uk) 
 
School Uniform  
All pupils coming into school must wear uniform.  Please ensure that your child also has a warm jumper with them 
which they can wear in class.  We are required to have windows open for good ventilation.  A waterproof jacket is 
also recommended as pupils will be outside whenever possible. 
 
However, if pupils are timetabled for PE, they should come to school in their PE kit and will remain in that all day. 
 
School Transport 
School transport will resume for those who travel on a designated school transport service. Maintaining 
appropriate distancing is recommended and each passenger is required to sit on their own. Pupils are advised to sit 
alternately in window/aisle seats in each row of the vehicle or, on services where there are banks of three seats, 
one seat is left empty between passengers. Children and young people from the same family are permitted to sit 
next to each other. 
  
Study Class 
Senior Phase pupils will be able to study in the Academy Library if they have free periods although we would 
encourage them to go home where possible.  If they can’t walk home then they have to make their own 
arrangements for transport. 
 
Lunchtime 
Normal school meal provision will be available or pupils can bring a packed lunch.  Pupils can go down the street if 
they wish but they must maintain social distancing and wear face coverings when going into shops.  However, we 
would encourage pupils to remain within the school grounds if possible. 
 
All S1 pupils must remain in school over lunchtime. 
 
Childcare Hub 
There will no longer be a Childcare Hub as all pupils will be in classes. 

https://supportdg.dumgal.gov.uk/LFDtest
https://supportdg.dumgal.gov.uk/LFDtest
https://supportdg.dumgal.gov.uk/LFDtest
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PE  
As things stand all PE lessons will take place outside after the Easter holidays. We are awaiting guidance from 
Scottish Government about any changes to this position.  Pupils should wear PE kit that is appropriate to the 
weather conditions.  
 
SQA announcements 

The SQA have made a number of announcements this session regarding their alternative certification model. They 

are still in discussions about other changes that may also be implemented to make the system as robust and as fair 

as possible. In recognition of this rapidly changing landscape the SQA have created a Blog for pupils, parents and 

carers. Within this Blog they have included details of all of their previous announcements and this is also where 

they will post any future announcements. The link to the Blog is shown below. 

https://blogs.sqa.org.uk/2021/ 

SQA assessments after Easter – Link to details on school website  
I hope you were able to attend the Webinar on Wednesday evening and we managed to answer your questions 
regarding the upcoming assessments after Easter. During the Webinar reference was made to a number of 
documents and these can be found on the school website at the link shown below.  
  
https://www.wallacehall.co.uk/pi-sqa-exams 

PI-SQA Information | wallacehall 

SQA Learner and Parent-Carer Blogs. Wallace Hall - Together we grow, learn and achieve 01848 332120. 

Academy - gw08officewallace@ea.dumgal.sch.uk ELC & Primary - gw08officewallacehal@ea.dumgal.sch.uk 

www.wallacehall.co.uk 

   

If you weren’t able to attend the Webinar we have recorded it and will make it available to all at the link shown 
above. However, please bear with us as this might take a couple of days to organise.  
 
S4/S5 Leavers 
Please click on the link below if your child(ren) are planning to leave school this summer: 
https://bit.ly/3iR7BPk 
 
 
Outstanding Learning Agreements – S4-S6 
Students 16 years of age between 1 October 2020 and 28 February 2021, may be eligible for an Education 

Maintenance Allowance (EMA) from January 2021. Further information is available on the following link.   

https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/article/15247/EMA 

All applications should be made by filling in the online application form below as soon as possible. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9h0uvVqNZ0imR0h8KnQC3oVzg206p41EomP0uLwJEUhUO

EpBVjNDQUZLWE1LQ0E3TVBKUk5MRjYzSiQlQCN0PWcu 
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