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January 2025 

 

 

Dear Parents & Carers 

 

Happy New Year to everyone and I hope you had a restful and enjoyable Christmas holiday. The Prelims have 
now started and I am sure all the Senior Phase pupils are working hard on their revision. 

Can I remind you that our generic information is no longer included in our letters home and can now be found 
in our annual Secondary Information booklet that you will find in the Secondary School Bag on the main page 
of our school website:  www.wallacehall.co.uk. 

 

Preliminary Examinations 

During January pupils in S4, S5 and S6 will complete a number of assessments and prelims.  Teachers are 
currently marking and moderating these assessments and in many cases, pupils will know how they have 
performed.  We will report the outcome of these assessments with parents around mid-February. The focus 
for in class learning over the next few weeks will be to complete the course work and also act on any next 
steps identified by the recent assessments.  

 
The 2-18 Parent Council 

The next meeting of the 2-18 Parent Council is planned for Monday 27h January 2025.  The meeting starts at 
7pm and all parents/carers are welcome to attend. Our January meeting will be held via MS Teams. Please 
contact wallacehallparentcouncil@gmail.com for further information. 

 

Disabled parking spaces 

Some parents/carers are continuing to park in the disabled spaces or in the drop-off/pick-up area outside the 
primary school.  We would appreciate your co-operation in using the main school car park unless you or your 
child is disabled and have an official disability badge displayed inside the front windscreen of the vehicle.  If 
you wish to wait at the school or if you are collecting a young person, please use the main car park. 

 

Please note that you should not be using the drop-off area at all between 8.30am and 9.15am and 3pm and 
4pm, as per the signage in place along the drop-off bay.  This route is only for buses and disabled badge 
holders at these times. 

 

 

Study Support Timetable 

 

As you will know, the school offers an extensive programme of lunchtime and after-school study support 
sessions which will continue until the Easter holiday – see Appendix A.  This programme demonstrates the 
outstanding commitment of our staff and offers a wide range of study opportunities for pupils in preparation 
for the SQA exams.  It is important that students take full advantage of this fantastic opportunity.  The 
programme can also be viewed on our school website in the ‘School Bag’. 
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Options Process 

At this time of year, all pupils in S2 to S5 are required to select subjects for further study in the following year 
and possibly beyond.  Significant dates and events that have taken place or are still to take place are detailed 
as follows: 

 

S2 into S3 

Date Event 

Wednesday 11th December 
 
 

S2 Subject Reports Issued 
Final Option Online form sent to parents/pupils 
S2 Options Assembly (P3 Thursday 12th) 

Tuesday 14th January  S2 Parents’ Evening and Presentation on Option 
Process 

Wednesday 15th – Friday 31st January Completion of electronic option form 

Wednesday 6th Feb Deadline for Returning Completed Option Forms 

             
 
 
 
            S3 into S4  

Date Event 

Tuesday 28th January 
 
 

S3 Subject Reports Issued 
Final Option Form Issued 
S3 Options Assembly (P1) 

Thursday 30th January  S3 Parents’ Evening and Presentation on Option 
Process 

Monday 3rd – Friday 28th February S3 Pupil Option Interviews 

Wednesday 5th March Deadline for Returning Completed Option Forms 

 

 

 

 

 

S4 into S5 and S5 into S6 

Date Event 

Friday 14th February S4/5/6 Tracking report sent to parents  
Final Option Form Issued 

Tuesday 18th Feb S4/5 Option Choice assembly (P4) 

Tuesday 25th Feb S4/5 Parents’ evening 

Monday 3rd – Wednesday 19th  March  S4and S5 Pupil Option Interviews 

Friday 21st March Deadline for Returning Completed Option Forms 

 

 

 

 

All S3–S5 pupils will be invited to attend an options interview in school. This meeting is an opportunity to 
discuss in more detail any issues that arise as a result of the options process and will take place with a member 
of the Senior Management Team or staff from the Pupil Support Team.  Letters detailing the date and time of 
individual meetings will be included with report cards for pupils from S3, S4 & S5 prior to the options 



 

 

 

 

interviews.  If your child is in S2 and you would like to make an appointment for an interview then please 
contact the school office. 

 

The options booklets (Transitions from S2 and S3, and S5/6 Options) are now available in the Pupil Area of the 
Academy section of our website (click on ‘Options Information’) and can be accessed at the following address:  
https://www.wallacehall.co.uk/pupil-options-information.  Also in this area are presentations on the option 
process by Mr Blair, information about courses available through the College Academy and information on 
how to apply for such courses. 

 

These booklets give information about potential courses of study; elements within the course, teaching 
methodologies, homework and assessment.  Possible career prospects are also detailed.  Paper copies of the 
option booklet can be requested for households that have no access to the internet.  In addition, the school 
careers advisor is available for consultation to assist with any queries or advice that may be required. 

 

Alternatively, please feel free to contact the Skills Development Scotland office in Dumfries, telephone: 01387 
272500. 

 

We hope that the information, advice and guidance that is on offer throughout the options process is of help 
to both you and the pupils involved.  If you require further clarification on any of the points, please do not 
hesitate to contact Mrs Laura Mack (Scaur), Mrs Lauren Robertson or Mr Euan Laverty (Nith), Mrs Kerry Fraser 
(Cairn), Mr Euan Mack (DHT) or Mr John Blair (DHT). 

 

 

Support for young people leaving school 

All young people in their final year of leaving school are provided with extensive support to help them prepare 
for their future careers.  Through their Health and Wellbeing periods they receive support from school staff 
and external professionals to help them plan their future pathway, as well as putting these plans into place.  
Young people can arrange to meet with our Careers Adviser for one-to-one career coaching sessions.  All 
young people in their final year of leaving school have an allocated adviser within school whom they can liaise 
with for advice and who will provide assistance with completing application forms and references where 
required. There is a wealth of advice and information within the school’s Career and Future Planning Team, 
which all senior pupils are members of. Any young person leaving school is encouraged to access this Team 
and the resources contained within it. 

 

Health and Wellbeing (Personal and Social Education) 

All S1-6 pupils participate in Health and Wellbeing lessons on a weekly basis.  These lessons are delivered by 
tutors or outside organisations and aim to support our young people in improving their overall health and 
wellbeing.  Please find below a summary of the general topics that will have been covered by the end of this 
term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year group Term 3 HWB - Topic Outside Speakers 

 S1 

Exercise 

Communication skills 

Online Safety 

  
  

https://www.wallacehall.co.uk/pupil-options-information


 

 

 

 

Young Carers/Asn/Poverty  
 

S2  

Mental Health and Social Media 

MVP and Equalities 

Healthy Diet 

Healthy Relationships 

Options 

  
SDS 

S6 Ambassadors 

S3  

SQA Employability Award Unit 1  
Coping Strategies 

Mobile Phone Addiction  

Contraception and STIs 

  
SDS Input  
  
  

S4  

SQA Employability Award Unit 2 
Coping Strategies 
First Aid 
Poverty Awareness 

  
  
  
 
 

S5  
Money Management 
Gambling 
Parenthood 

  
  
 

S6  

Career and Future Planning 
S6 Ambassador Groups: MVP, MWOW and 
Equalities 

 

  
 

 

 

Wider Achievement 

We have made exciting changes to the way we celebrate wider achievement at Wallace Hall Academy.  With 
the aim to recognise and celebrate as many achievements of our young people as possible, we have 
incorporated termly wider achievement assemblies.  Pupils are invited to share all of the wider achievements 
that they are proud of, so that these can be recognised by staff and fellow pupils.  The assemblies have been a 
fantastic opportunity to learn more about our young people and their wonderful accomplishments.  From 
volunteering, to improving in a subject, or winning a competition, we would like to hear about it.  Please 
encourage your children to share their successes with us so that the school community can celebrate these 
together. 

 

Immunisations 

Date for Teenage Booster and MRR Catch-ups is Thursday 6th February 2025. 

Date for HPV & Teenage Booster catch-ups is Thursday 6h March 2025. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

B Graham 
Head Teacher 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Level  Teacher Where Day Time 

Administration & IT N5/Higher  Miss Park A2023 Wednesdays 1545-1645 

Art N5  Mrs Black A1030 Wednesday 1545-1645 & Lunch 

Art Higher  Mrs Simpson A1031 Wed&Thu 1545-1700 

Biology N5 and Higher  

Mrs Belford 
and Mrs 
Simpson A2010 Tuesdays 1545-1645 

Business Management N5/Higher  Miss Young A2024 Wednesdays 1545-1645 

Chemistry N5 and Higher  Mrs Hunter A2017 Wednesdays 1545-1645 

Design & Manufacture N5/Higher  Mr McKenna A0024 Wednesdays 1545-1645 

Drama N5/Higher  Mrs Griffin Drama studio Thursday 1545-1645 & Lunch 

Eng Sci/Design & Man N5/Higher  Mr Lees A0034 Thursdays 1545-1645 

English N5/Higher  Mr McClair A1017 Thursdays 
Lunchtime (1330-

1357) 

English Higher  Mr Pape A1016 Wednesdays 1545-1645 

English Higher  Miss Carson A1013 Tuesdays 1545-1645 

English N5 (RUAE)  Mrs Robertson A1014 Fridays 
Lunchtime (1330-

1357) (Appointment) 

English N5  Miss Brown A1015 Monday 

Lunchtime (1330-
1357) 

Geography N5 and Higher  Mr Miller A2014 Tuesdays 1545-1645 

Graphic Communication N5/Higher  Mr Corrigan A0018 Tuesdays 1545-1645 

History N5 and Higher  Mr Gray A1012 Thursdays 1545-1645 

Mathematics N5/H/AH  Mr Blair A2016 Fridays 1545-1645 

Mathematics N5  Mrs Marshall A0009 Tuesdays 
Lunchtime (1330-

1357) 

Mathematics Higher  Mr Bell A0006 Wednesdays 
Lunchtime (1330-

1357) 

Mathematics N5/Higher Apps  Mr Watt A0007 Tuesdays 1545-1645 

Modern Studies N5 and Higher  Miss Stuart A1007 Tuesdays 1545-1645 

Wallace Hall Academy 
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Music N5/Higher  Miss Girvan A1018 Mon-Thu 

1545-
1645 (Appointment) & 

Lunch 

Physical Education Higher  Mr Steele PE Classroom Thursdays 1545-1645 

Physical Education N5  Mr Lindsay PE Classroom Thursdays 
Lunchtime (1330-

1357) 

Physics N5 and Higher  Dr Fulton A2007 Thursdays 1545-1645 

 


